INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

fallacy in the circumstance that only children in their
normal school class were taken.   But there were at the
time in Northumberland as many accelerated as retarded
children.   It is true also that the 3,000 children tested at
the time included a large proportion who were put forward
by their headmasters as candidates for scholarships.     But
they were mainly accelerated in school, and as such are
not included in these norms.   In any case, this is a per-
fectly well defined set of children, those who go through
school with one grade or standard per year;  and in their
case at least it seems certain that what is measured by the
Hindustani Test does not cease improving at 14 years, and
improbable that it ceases at 16, from the shape of the curve.
The other and more orthodox point of view (for a psycho-
logist) is well illustrated by curves which can be drawn
from the figures in Mr. Burt's book x on page 133.   There
the percentage of children who can pass each test is given
for each year of age.   In the easier tests this percentage
reaches 100 at an early age.   With tests lower down the
list this point is later.   The curves of increasing percentage
for the hardest tests are more and more gentle in slope.
Many of them, at the highest age (14) which Mr. Burt's
table shows, have by no means reached the 100 per cent,
point; but a little consideration of their shapes convinces
one that it is improbable that they ever will, and that it
is not at all unlikely that they turn and run parallel with
the base line at some age such as 16.

We do not know. If I confess myself as by no means
convinced that the limit of growth of intelligence occurs as
early as sixteen years, I must confess also that the evidence
on the whole points that way. We need many individual
studies to learn whether the age of cessation is different in
different individuals or the same closely for all. And if it
is different, whether a high or low I.Q. at 10 years goes
with prolonged growth. Most prediction to-day is based
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